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NAME OF COURSE: Spanish IIA/IIB
FIRST TRIMESTER 2015-2016
Teacher Name: Ashley Howe
Grand Ledge High School: (517) 925-5920
Email:  howea@glcomets.net
Purpose/Course Description: The purpose of this course is to teach students to communicate effectively in the second language of the United States, to appreciate the people who speak that language, and to acknowledge the contributions of those people to Western Civilization.  In this course students will study basic Spanish grammar.  There will be an emphasis on developing listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.  

Textbooks Used and Other Sources:  Buen Viaje II
Materials Needed (Supplies Suggested):  Students should have a binder in which they keep all of their notes, assignments, and any other materials that are distributed in class.  They should come to class with paper and pencil or pen daily and be ready to work.  It is also suggested that students have a Spanish/English dictionary (electronic versions are acceptable).  
Methods of Instruction: Lecture, discussions, readings, games and activities, individual and group work, listening comprehension exercises, speaking exercises.
Evaluation/Grade Calculations: Students’ grades will be based on class participation, class work, homework; performance on quizzes and tests, compositions, oral reports and/or skits, speaking and listening exercises. The trimester grade for this class consists of two components: the trimester course work and the final exam.  The course work is worth 80% of the trimester grade and the final exam is worth the remaining 20% of the trimester grade.  Course work will be calculated as follows:  

Assessments – 65%

Tests/Quizzes

Projects/Essays

Listening/Speaking 

Homework/Participation – 35% 
Types of Evaluation and Assessment: Written and oral assessments will be completed within this class. This includes and is not limited to assessments on grammar, vocabulary, listening, culture and readings. 
Grading Scale:  

	93-100
	A
	
	73-76
	C

	90-92
	A-
	
	70-72
	C-

	87-89
	B+
	
	67-69
	D+

	83-86
	B
	
	63-66
	D

	80-82
	B-
	
	60-62
	D-

	77-79
	C+
	
	0-59
	F


Attendance/Tardy:  The High School attendance/tardy policy is available online through www.glcomets.net 

Disciplinary Procedure:

· First offense:  a reminder

· Second offense:  a warning/participation points taken away

· Third Offense:  email home to parent

· Fourth offense:  a call home, removal from the class, and referral to the office

· Any serious offense may result in an immediate call home and/or referral to the office

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

· My goals as your teacher
· To treat all students equally.

· To teach the course content to the best of my ability and update my online webpage frequently.

· To be courteous to and understanding of my students.

· What students should do
· Bring all materials to class - portfolio, paper, pen or pencil, completed assignment.  

· Use the drinking fountains and restroom on your way to class.  Obsessive bathroom/drinking fountain use during class is not accepted.  

· Participate actively in class.  

· Obsessive cell phone use will not be permitted. 

· Observe school policy regarding academic honesty.  Collaborating (working together) on homework is permitted; copying is not.  You may not copy another student’s test, quiz, or project.  Do not use electronic translators or the Internet for assignments, projects, etc.  Penalty:  a 0 on the assignment, test, or quiz involved. 

· Keep all papers, tests, and quizzes for your portfolio. 

· If you do not understand a lesson or concept, get help at once!  DO NOT WAIT until right before a test, quiz, or exam.

· Homework Policies
· No late work is accepted.
· Assignments are usually given every class period.  Assignments will be checked for completion a few times each week; daily homework will be worth 10 points. I will also be collecting homework randomly throughout the week for correctness.

· Students will also be given 2 homework passes per trimester.  A student may submit an assignment late with a homework pass and receive full credit for the work completed.  Each pass that is not used at the end of the trimester will be worth 5 extra credit points.

· Check my website or with a classmate for the assignments, and check the “ausente” box for any handouts that were missed when you were absent. It is your responsibility to do so. 

· Any homework assignments that are turned in without a last name will result in a zero. 

· Tests and Quizzes
· Both written and oral tests and quizzes will be given.  

· Tests/quizzes must be made up within one week of the absence or no credit will be given. 

· Make-up tests will only be taken after school on Tuesdays or Thursdays. You will take them in my room from 3:00-3:45pm. 

· If you are absent the day before a test or quiz, you must take the test or quiz with everyone else. You will know well in advance if you have an assessment, therefore there is no excuse if you have not prepared. 

· Study Hints
· Study in brief, but frequent intervals.

· Talk out loud whenever you study Spanish.  The more you speak, the more you will remember.

· Study with a partner.  

· Review, review, review!!  Every night, especially if you did not have Spanish class that day. 

